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The Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu (Hind) is an Independent,
Nationalist, and Literary Urdu institution, which is
on a par with the best in India operating in any language.
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About the Anjuman Taraqqi Urdu (Hind)
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A Glimpse into our Glorious History

Since 1903, the Anjuman has evolved into a
nationalist, Urdu organization, maintaining close
relations with national leaders like Mahatma Gandhi,
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
Dr Zakir Husain, and C. Rajagopalacharia, along with a
galaxy of Urdu and Hindi writers, Premchand being the
most prominent name in the list. Despite this, the
Anjuman has avoided all political affiliation and has
fiercely protected its independence and integrity.

The Anjuman is a voluntary organization dedicated to the cause
of Urdu. It owes its origin to the movement started by Sir Syed
Ahmad Khan in 1882 to douse the flames of the Urdu-Hindi
controversy. Since Independence, the Anjuman has continuously
played a decisive role in the promotion of Urdu as a functional
language, chiefly with reference to the Eighth Schedule of the
Indian Constitution. Additionally, the organization was responsible
for the orthographical standardization of Urdu and has enjoyed a
status akin to Académie Francaise in French.
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Urdu Ghar

The Government of India allotted a 1200- square-metre
plot of land to the Anjuman at Rouse Avenue, New
Delhi, in 1967, in lieu of Anjuman’s land at Curzon
Road which was encroached upon in the mayhem of
Partition. On 1 November 1977, the then Prime Minister
of India, Morarji Desai, inaugurated Urdu Ghar, the
name given by Mahatma Gandhi, which has served as
the Anjuman’s headquarters for the past 46 years.
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What’s our mission

SN
2%

Promote Urdu’s accessibility amongst the
masses and ensure the global relevance
of the language and its literature.

SN
2%
Restore Urdu as a lingua franca of millions
of Indians and repair the damage done by
social-media enthusiasts who exoticize it
as the language of nostalgia, romance,
and love poetry.

WL
3
Build bridges between Urdu and Hindi which
collapsed during the clashes in the 19th century.

Provide readers with quality literature by promoting
classical and contemporary Urdu poets and writers.
INL
22¢
Propel Urdu into the tech era by digitizing our rich library and
archives and collaborating with like-minded organizations.
WL
25¢
Engage with central and state governments

and agencies to bring about meaningful changes

in policies that affect the future of Urdu.
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What we publish

The Anjuman publishes critical editions of classical and modern Urdu
texts, non-fiction titles, and Urdu translations of seminal books in the
natural sciences, social sciences, arts, and literature, from both foreign
and regional Indian languages. With a 1500-strong backlist and front list,
most new Anjuman titles can also be purchased online @ amazon.in.

Renamed UrduAdabin 1951, the Anjuman’s quarterly
literary and cultural journal dates back to 1921. Under
Dr Ather Farouqui, it was elevated to a peer-reviewed |
journal that is now recognized as the most prestigious
scholarly Urdu journal across the world.

The Anjuman’s weekly journal Hamari
Zaban features articles on literature and
linguistics, pertinent Urdu news, and
highlights of activities of its pan-Indian
branches. Launched in 1931 as a
fortnightly, the journal is a staple of Urdu
lovers.
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The Anjuman has a long history of lexicography. In 1947, sadly, rioters set fire to its offices in Delhi and the 12-year-long efforts of scholars to produce
the first authoritative English-Urdu dictionary turned to dust. After Partition, like a phoenix rising from its ashes, the Anjuman renewed itself as an
organization and compiled an Urdu-Hindi dictionary afresh. Since then, this dictionary has gone into several editions and is still very much in demand.




What we preserve

Shibli Memorial Library
and Urdu Archives

Started in 1882, the Shibli
Memorial Library is Anjuman’s
ultramodern treasure trove of
rare books and rarest
manuscripts in Farsi, Arabic, and
Urdu, drawing research scholars
and Urdu aficionados from
across the globe. In 1999, the
Persian Research Centre of the
Iran Cultural House prepared a
descriptive catalogue of the
library’s Farsi manuscripts.
Rekhta.org hosts a page on its
website with several digitized
titles from this very library.

https://www.rekhta.org/publishers/
anjuman-taraqql -urdu-hind-delhi/all
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The Anjuman has maintained an invaluable Archives Section
for the last 35 years. It includes the largest collection of
letters by Urdu writers in the world; more than 30,000
photographs of researchers, critics, writers and poets; and
audio records of recitations, speeches, conversations, and
interviews of eminent Urdu writers, poets, and scholars.
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What we do

The Anjuman also undertakes a number or literary and
cultural activities. For events, it houses an aesthetically
built, state-of-the-art auditorium that has a seating capacity
of 130. Some of the Anjuman’s flagship initiatives include:
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Anjuman’s Repertory of Performing Arts (ARPAN) trains
new and upcoming artistes, stages plays and Dastangoi
performances, hosts musical events and mushairas, and
holds international literary fests. No other Urdu organization
world over has a repertory of performing arts.

The Anjuman’s academic seminars provide a platform to
promote research in Urdu and history. Some past seminars
are ‘Dara Shukoh: Contest of History, Context of the
Present’ (2013); ‘A Historical Appraisal of India’s Composite
Culture Ethos: Perspectives from Urdu Literature’ (2014);
‘Urdu Adab ki Do Sadiyan: Tareekh, Tehzeeb aur Adab’
(2018); ‘Urdu Ghar Literary Festival’ (2018); virtual seminars
on the history of Shahjahnabad (Delhi), attended by more
than 5 million people globally (2021, 2022)

M
3¢
A writing competition of children’s literature is organized
once every two years to encourage GenZ and Gen Alpha to

pursue Urdu. The hope is to incubate future generations of
Urdu writers.
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For more information,
please contact us at:

ADDRESS
Urdu Ghar, 212, Rouse Avenue,
DDU Marg, New Delhi - 110 002

PHONE
+91 11 23237722

FAX
+91 11 44784159

EMAILS
farouqui@yahoo.com
contact@atuh.org

WEBSITE
www.atuh.org
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